
   Lucia Brandes, daughter of 
John and Nicole Brandes, who 
graduated from Friendship 
Central School in 2023, is 
shown receiving the annual 
“Suzanne Lester Walker 
Scholarship” from Marilyn L. 
Lester, Suzi’s mother, on 
behalf of the family.

   The $1,000 award was 
presented on January 5, 2024, 
to Lucia for having 
demonstrated “Excellence in 
Creative Expression” during 
her years at FCS.  Lucia has completed her first semester at SUNY Buffalo State, majoring in Graphic Design.

   This scholarship was created eighteen years ago in honor of Suzanne, President and Co-Valedictorian of the FCS 
Class of 1974, who died in 2005 from complications with breast cancer.  She was a 1978 graduate of Alfred 
University’s NYS College of Ceramics and, for several years prior to her marriage, worked as a Ceramics Engineer.

   Sponsors of the scholarship are Davis C. Walker, Suzi’s husband, their daughters, Victoria S. “Tori” Walker and 
Kelley L. (Walker) Sweet, Mrs. Lester, and the late Larry Lester, Suzi’s father.
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Suzanne Lester Walker Scholarship Presentation

March 12th  Blood Drive
   On March 12th the National Honor Society and the 
National Junior Honor Society will be supporting the 
Friendship Rotary for a blood drive at Friendship Central 
School Auditorium.  All three organizations would like to 
thank the numerous donors that donated in the past and 
to future donors.  

   Every unit of blood collected helps three people in 
some way.  Donations take about an hour.

   If you would like to donate, please contact Mr. Jeff 
Marks at the Friendship Pharmacy or contact Mr. Jim 
Greenaker at school via e-mail at 
jgreenaker@friendshipcs.org.

mailto:jgreenaker@friendshipcs.org
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Capturing Rainbows

Mr. Chad Fries, Building, 
Grounds & Transportation 
Supervisor, captured this 
amazing double rainbow while 
working on the roof of the school 
on January 26th.

   Genesee Valley Rotary Camp (GVRC), is a one-week summer camp for young people (ages 8 – 21) with various 
disabilities. GVRC is a not-for-profit organization that became incorporated in 1963 and has served children and young adults 
from four surrounding counties (Livingston, Steuben, Wyoming, and Allegany) ever since.

   The camp experience is provided free of cost through the efforts and financial support of the Rotary Clubs of the Genesee 
Valley and through private donations.
The camp runs every summer during August and is located in the beautifully rustic setting of Camp Sam Wood, in Pike, NY. 
GVRC services approximately 100 campers and employs about 60 staff members each summer.

   To kick off the program we had camp director, Mr. Brian Bartalo, come down to Friendship to give a better description to the 
students.

   After two weeks of collecting coins the Friendship Student Body collected $993.81.  The winning classrooms were: K-2 - 
Ms. Burgess (2nd Grade), 3-6 - Mrs. Lewis (4th Grade), Middle School – 8th Grade and in High School - Seniors.  

   Finally, if you know a student that would enjoy the camp be sure to go to their website www.gvrc.org to get a better 
description of the camp and an application for both campers and volunteers.

   A special thank you to Olivia Marks and Ashlyn Golden who have led the Coins for Campers campaign.

In photo from left to right: 

Principal Marty Pizur, Rotary Member 
Tom Talbot, Director Brian Bartalo, 
Student Council Vice President, Olivia 
Marks

Genesee Valley Rotary Camp Program Kick Off

http://www.gvrc.org
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2nd Qtr Elementary Honor & High Honor Roll Students

Friendship Central School

Open School Board Position
One 5-year term beginning July 1, 2024

Please contact Constance Adkins, District Clerk for a petition.  

All petitions are due to the District Office no later than April 22, 2024

cadkins@friendshipcs.org or 585-973-3534

Annual District Vote – Tuesday, May 21, 2024

mailto:cadkins@friendshipcs.org
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Call for Fabulous Friendship Alumni
Do you know someone that has done something outstanding since graduating from Friendship Central School?  The person could 
have served in the military, become a doctor, a lawyer, politician, singer, artist, architect, nurse, teacher, physical therapist, etc.

High School Student Council would like to continue honoring those that have had a positive impact on the world we live in.  We 
have a pool of such people, and have started in the past six years with plaques in the lobby to display the awesome alumni to show 
students that FCS is small, but we still produce outstanding citizens.  

Currently we have 27 members in the Alumni Hall of Fame and want to add more for all to see.

Student Council is in need of more candidates that have been successful in our community, so we are asking for your help.  

Criteria for Nomination to the Hall of Fame:

1. Friendship graduate, graduated at least 10 years before the year of nomination. (Nominees must be graduates of FCS, but 
need not reside in the Friendship community.)

2. Models high standards of excellence in personal and/or professional life.

3. Outstanding contribution to volunteer service or their local community.

4. Nominees have succeeded at local, regional or international levels in any appropriate areas of endeavor, including academia 
and education, arts, business, media, public service, medicine, military, sports, etc.

If you know anyone that fulfills the following criteria we would love to hear from you.  Please contact Jim Greenaker either by e-
mail at jgreenaker@friendshipcs.org or send it via snail mail to Jim Greenaker, C/O Friendship Central School, 46 W. Main St. 
Friendship NY 14739.

mailto:jgreenaker@friendshipcs.org


   Firsties are doing an 
amazing job being both 
cooperative and 
independent learners!     
Look how they navigate 
our awesome days!  
-Mrs. Nickerson
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   The first-grade students learned about folktales during the month of January! We read a variety of stories, but focused on The Gingerbread 
Man! Can you believe the gingerbread men that we made sent us throughout town in search of them?! We went all throughout the town, to the 
library, the Pharmacy, Simply Tami's Creations, to the Post office, and to Family Dollar, only to find them back at the school. Those silly 
gingerbread men! We are so fortunate to have such a loving community that welcomed us into their buildings and shops during our search. 
They even spoiled the kiddos with goodies. If you get a chance, go support them, because they are always there to support us! 
~Mrs. Nickerson and Mrs. Anderson 
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   Officer Schostick gave a presentation to the Forensics 
class on the topic of fingerprinting. The students learned 
valuable background information and got helpful tips on this 
unit. Officer Schostick demonstrated the proper technique to 
fingerprint and then helped students practice this skill. Thank 
you Officer Schostick!!!! We appreciate you! 

Forensics Science Class

Mio having fun after fingerprinting!! 
She made a flower out of gloves!! 



Pre-KPre-K
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Nathan, Adah, Gwen, and Rylee playing outside on our first warm days. of 2024

Miss Brooks and 
Rylee on the 100th 
day of school.

GEB Beau was receiving and giving lots of love in 
Mrs. Sortore's class.  Guiding Eyes does puppy 
switches periodically to get the dogs used to new 
environments. Sweeney visited Canisteo- Greenwood 
school and enjoyed the elementary students while 
Beau visited Friendship Central and soaked up the 
love with the high school students. 

Kathy Sortore, MS/HS Science Teacher
Guiding Eyes Pups in Training
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   The Hinsdale-Cuba/Rushford-Friendship Girls’ Varsity Bowling team has had a record setting 
year! Our very own Madison Rondeau is in her 3rd season on the combined team. The girls went 
undefeated winning all 14 matches for the season. But, not only did they win all their matches, they 
won all 56 points on the season, never losing a single game! On Wednesday, February 7th, the girls 
traveled to Jamestown Bowling Company to compete at County Roll-Offs. Three girls from our 
team made the All-Star team for CCAA Division 3, Madison Rondeau (192.46), Natalie Burrows 
(163.55) and Analia DeGroff (153.55) having 3 of the highest averages in our division. Madison 
Rondeau also received awards for the high game (246) and high set (659) for CCAA Division 3. 
While at Roll-Offs on Wednesday, the girls finished in 2nd place of the 20 teams that competed. 
Analia rolled the high handicap game of 268 for the tournament, and Madison Rondeau rolled the 
high scratch set for the day of 681! The girls will be traveling to Airport Lanes on Thursday, 
February 15th to compete in sectionals! Good Luck ladies and keep up the great bowling! 

   Madison Rondeau also had the opportunity to be a substitute in the Quaker Invitational, a high 
school bowling tournament at Airport Lanes on Saturday, February 3rd. For 6 games she rolled a set 
of 1221, averaging 203.5, for the 3rd high set and being placed on the Girl’s All-Tournament Team. 

CCAA Division 3 Allstars

Girls Varsity Bowling Team Enjoying a Successful Year

   In the Reading Lab, the K-6 students have been practicing 
using all modes of learning strategies to play student-centered 
games to help boost their vocabulary! Two of their favorite 
games are "Vocabulary Jeopardy" and "Categories." In 
"Vocabulary Jeopardy" the students face off against each other to 
identify a vocabulary word to match a definition, then use the 
word in a proper sentence to earn team points. During 
"Categories" the students are given a topic (ex: foods, animals, 
locations, verbs, etc..) and have to come up with items that start 
with a letter in the alphabet by using higher order thinking. These 
games create many natural discussions, practice team building 
skills, and peer-based learning.

Reading Lab
Mrs. Weaver and Mrs. Freeman
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DISCOVERY AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM
By Jackie Dent

   Our after-school participants are learning many new skills!  We have been recycling items to make cute keepsake crafts and learning many 
new techniques. The kids are volunteering to read each day and have been sharing book favorites with the entire group. The time together 
each week gives our FCS kids opportunities to make new friends and socially interact. The after-school program continues through June 13, 
2024, and we do have openings for students in grades 1-6. If interested in applying, call Jackie Dent in the Main Office at 585-973-3311.

CHESS CLUB
By Jackie Dent

   The chess team is in full swing with 19 members this year. Several 
new participants are learning chess skills and preparing for the 
scrimmage with neighboring schools soon. Before long we will be 
hosting the annual chess tournament in April right here at FCS. We are 
grateful for Mr. Garry Reynolds who shares his Chess Master skills 
with our kids as well as his time and energy to expand minds and 
watch our students grow.
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             “Hope”

Holding on to my dreams,
Like the small branches clench to the old tree.
Trying to keep up with my faith,
Trying to keep up with my hopes.

I want to survive,
To move on with life.
But you... you seem to pull me back,
Like two people in a game of tug of war.

You, the struggles I need to face,
Barricading the bridge to my escape.
Something pushes me through to the next day...
Hope.
~Melody Dombrowski, Grade 11

“Voice of Choice” 
 

The visions are shown like bits of film; 
My past, present, future. 

Playing one by one, 
Until they stop… 

 
Choices in my future are my own. 

Each path in a new direction. 
More paths appear with each passing minute, 

Until they stop… 
 

Live in the moment, 
Don’t get yourself too far ahead, 

Enjoy what you have now. 
Make the thoughts stop… 

The future can wait. 

-Melody Dombrowski, Grade 11

“Fireworks”

As midnight hits,
The sky pops with beautiful colors of red, white, blue, green and many 
more.
The pops are so loud;
they drown out any negative energy-
No anxiety, no whispers, no talking,
Just pure silence and the beauty that covers the sky.
During that time,
Life just stops.
It is so peaceful,
But everything has an ending.
There are so many lost spirits, 
so many whispers and voices.
The voices never stop.
I still hear them-
Until next year…
When that brief moment of peace comes again,
When the ruckus of the fireworks drowns out the anguish.
I wish I could make it last forever.
I will find a way to make it last forever.

-Kaylee Dayton, Grade 10



The Life of a Jumbo Marshmallow
I love marshmallows - 

they are yummy and sweet; 
they bounce and swirl in hot cocoa, 

living a peaceful, dreamy existence in their puffy white world. 
Marshmallows bring joy to sugar-lovers everywhere. 

I want to be like a jumbo marshmallow. 
I, too, want to bounce around peacefully all day, 

Being sweet and bringing forth joy.  

During the days of my marshmallow life, 
I could explore this vast mysterious world.  

I could live a life of adventures, 
learning and creating  

working and drawing 
writing and reading 

hoping and dreaming 
and generating much delight. 

That will be my peaceful marshmallow life. 
-Kaylee Dayton, Grade 10
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“Tyrannical Technology, Nurturing Nature”

Technology is a thief;
It takes and takes.  

Technology can turn us away from the good,  
And show us the bad. 

Technology can tear humans apart. 
 

Nature has immense generosity, 
Nature restores peace. 

Nature is like fleece, 
Soft, careful, safe. 

Nature is like a wave, 
Always continuing its journey. 

Nature never leaves, 
Even when it grieves. 

~Madelyn Sortore, Grade 10

       

 “Snowy Days” 

The snowy days bring snow 
glistening in the sunlight as 
the snowman melts away into 
the muddy ground. 

The snow falls like glitter as the 
coldness makes me shiver.  
The snow is white, 
just like the marshmallows before they land in  
the mug of hot chocolate.
  
The wonderful winter wind is like a 
breathe fresh air. 
The winter weather, freezing frost 
in the dark December days. 

The snow covers the landscape just 
like a sparkly blanket shimmering 
in the sun.
It's just another Snowy Day. 
Thankfully, more snowy slippery days are to come. 
 
~Destiny Wilkins, Grade 10 
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 “The First Snow” 

The first snow  
Brought the whole town cheer.  
They gathered with hot chocolate,  
and the children played 
all together 
as the first snow fell. 
Wonderful winter whistling winds,  
Mixed with the sounds of  
happiness and laughter. 
The town was a huge  
family,  
But what brought  
them together was the 
Beautiful winter days. 
When the little flower snowflakes fell, 
they all knew they  
Would be together. 
The snow was like a grandmother  
Bringing 
her family 
together. 
~Emma Bolzan, Grade 10

 

“Winter Wonderland” 
Shimmering soft snow, as soft as a feather, 

Danced to the ground during the cold winter weather. 
School closed so the kids could explore, 
And they began to create a snowball war. 

The lake lost its bright lusters 
To the frigid cold and group of youngsters. 

The park was full of organized chaos, 
But there was never a cause for nature to pause. 

Some kids were stuck inside on technology, 
But that didn’t stop them from having fun, ironically. 

The sun was setting and it was time for bed;
the kids needed to be ready for the day ahead. 

Sometimes life in nature is unplanned, 
But it’s nice to see a Winter Wonderland.

~Madison Rondeau. Grade 10

Pre-K: Rafe brought Veronica 
(Ronni) flowers "because she is 
a very special girl"! 
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Friendship Central School
46 West Main Street
Friendship, NY 14739

CURRENT RESIDENT 

OR LOCAL POSTAL PATRON

    The Board provides a portion of 
time at its stated meetings for the 
public to speak or ask questions.  
Questions or comments relating to 
school district policy may be brought 
to the Board’s attention at this time.

    Persons desiring to place items to be 
discussed on the agenda must notify 
the Superintendent of Schools at least 
five working days prior to the board 
meeting. Agenda for the board 
meetings are available to the public 
each Friday prior to the stated 
meeting.  The agendas are available at 
the Central Office.

    Minutes of Board of Education 
meetings are a matter of public record 
and may be inspected in the office of 
the District Clerk.

Tune into one of the following for delay or closing information:

RADIO STATIONS

WLSV – 790 AM
WOEN – 1360 AM
WPIG – 95.7 FM
WBEN – 930 AM

TV STATIONS

       WKBW – Channel 7
       WIVB – Channel 4
       WGRZ – Channel 2

WEB SITES

www.friendship.wnyric.org  

NEWSPAPERS USED FOR 
NEWS RELEASES:

    Olean Times Herald
    639 Norton Drive
    Olean, NY 14760
    (716)372-3121

SCHOOL CLOSING AND DELAY INFORMATION
2023-2024

FRIENDSHIP CENTRAL SCHOOL
BOARD OF EDUCATION

William “Scott” Ritchie-President
Craig Plaisted-Vice President

 James Lewis
 Dawn Golden

Edna Elling

    The five-member Board of 
Education is elected by the people 
and serves, without salary, as your 
representative in policy matters 
concerning the school district.  
Elections are held each year on the 
third Tuesday in May; each Board 
member serves a term of five years.  
The Board of Education’s 
regular meetings are held on the 
3rd Tuesday of each month at 
6:30 p.m. (except December and 
May) in the Board Conference 
Room.
Everyone is invited to attend.

The scheduled meeting dates are as 
follows:

REGULAR MEETING DATES

July 11, 2023 – Re-Organizational 
Meeting 

August 15, 2023
September 19, 2023

October 17, 2023
November 21, 2023

December 19, 2023 – Meeting Time is 
6:00pm

January 16, 2024
February 20, 2024

March 19, 2024
April 16, 2024

May 21, 2024 – Budget Vote / Board 
Member Elections – Meeting Time is 

6:00pm
June 18, 2024

*Please note that these dates are 
subject to change due to conflicts.

March/April 2024

%22http://

